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The aim of the Ecumenical Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends of thought and opinion in and about the Churches 


and Christian movements. It is therefore not to be held responsible for opinions expressed in its news items. 
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World Council Documents 


The main documents which the first Assembly of the World Council of Churches 
will have to consider in its Sessions dealing with the Constitution, Policy, Pro= 
gramne and Organisation of the Council, has just appeared in a book of 104 pages. 
These documents have all been adopted by the Provisional Committec. 


In the introduction to this volume it is made clear however that "all arran-. 
gements made by this Committee were provisional, and that the Assembly of the World 
Council of Churches would be entirely free in its decisions with regard to the 
Constitution, the policy, programme and orgmisation of the Council." 


The volume contains the following materials: Letter of Invitation - Constitu- 
tion for the World Council of Churches - Explanatory Memorandum - Proposed Changes 
in the Constitution - Rules and Regulations of the World Council af Churches - 
Report on the Programme and Policy - Constitution of the Department of pekecest iar 
tion and Inter-Church Aid - Statement of Policy of the Youth Department - Chartex 
of the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs - Report of the gee 
Committee of the World Council of Churches and the International Missionary Council 
- List of Member Churches, 


ee ‘ ; ed 

This volume has been sent to the Delegates, Others desiring copies may carters: 

thom from the London, New York or Geneva offices. Price: 2/~, 50 cents, or é Swiss 

francs BeP.S. Geheva 
CH, e 


United Bible Societies and the Human Rights 


At the Council meeting of the United Bible Societies held in Dunblane Scote 
land, from June 1 to 5, 1948 (see EeP.S. No. 23) the matter of Human Rights and 
Religious Freedom was fully considered, and the following resolution has now been 
publisheds 


a Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2024 


httos://archive.org/details/eni-bulletin_ 1948-07-02 15 26 | 
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"We, the United Bible Societies assembled in conference at Dunblane, Perth- 
shire, in June 1948, with representatives from 25 countries, desire to record our 
vital intcrest in al1 Human Rights and Religious Freedom, and particularly in the 
right and freedom of all people to circulate, receive and read the Holy ocrip tures. 


"We recognise with thankfulness the intention of the United Nations to secure 
on International Bill of Human Rights and Religious Freedon, and pledge our full 
support to every effort to make the United Nations aware of the burning conviction 
of the world-wide Church that these Human Rights and Religious Freedom are gifts 
with which all mankind has been endowed by the Creator, 


"The purpose of the United Bible Societies is the widest distribution of the 
Bible, and we are convinced that every impediment placed in the way of circulating 
and reading the Scriptures, now translated into over one thousand tongues, should 
be removed, We believe profoundly that the Bible is the source and inspiration of 


all Human Rights," HeP.Se Geneva 
GERMANY ; Hilfswerk Appeal Follows Monetary Reform 


In an effort to alleviate distress caused by the monetary reform to millions 
of refugees, old and disabled people, Hilfswerk, the relief agency of the German 
Evangelical Churches, has issued a special appeal from its central office at Stutt- 
farts 


It has asked the 30,000,000 Protestants in Germany over 14 years of age to 
contribute a "Diakonie Groschen" (a sort of "Samaritan nickel") each month for 
Hilfswerk's work. The monetary reform has made ready cash scare again in Germany, 
and the Groschen is appreciated once more, having acquired buying power and a 
genuine value. 


Each man, woman and child received 40 new German mark under the monetary re- 
form. It is not known how long each person will have to get along on this amount. 
Yet, despite the uncertain future, an anonymous donor, on the day after deceiving 
his new money, sent Hilfswerk half of his allotment - 20 mark - with this note; 
"Take this as the first new money stock to continue your relief work by which you 


have helped millions in these years of sorrows." , E.P.S. Geneva 
JAPAN Protestant Christians in the Imperial Household 


Two leading Japanese Protestant Christians have been appointed to important 
posts in the Japenese Imperial Household. J. Tajima, trustee of Tsuda, one of the 
leading independent Christisn Colleges in Japan, and a student of the late Inazo 
Nitobe, Japan's representative to the League of Nations, was named Minister to the 
Imperial Household. Takanobu Mitani, former Japanese Ambassador to France, and 
brother of the late Miss Tami Mitani, President of Joshi Gakuin, Presbyterian 
Girls' School in Tokyo, was appointed Grand Chamberlain. 


It has been announced also that the Rev. (Mrs.) Tamaki Uemura, of the United 
Church of Christ in Japan, is giving regular Bible and English language lessons to 
the Empress and the Princesses. BeP.5. Geneva 
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PHILIPPINE Church Union 


Herly in June there was an assembly that met in Manila from which resulted 
the new United Church of Christ in the Philippines, It includes the United Evan- 
gelicals (Congregational and Presbyterian), the United Brethren, and the Disciples 
(so far as mission groups are concerned), and locally the United Evangelical Church, 
the Evangelical and the Methodist Churches. The new Church has a combined member- 
ship of 123,000 Protestants, This figure is about one-third of the total number of 
Protestants in the Islands. Four bishops were elected for the North Luzon area, 


the South Luzeun area, the Visayan area and the Mindanao area, HeP.S. Geneva 
GERMANY Student Feeding 


Church=supported student feeding programmes cpened recently in 15 Universities 
and theolvgical seminaries in the four zones of Germany according to reports re- 
ceived at the World Council of Churches, The Rev. Iain Wilson, Reconstruction De- 
‘pertment secretary dealing with Germany, announced that 14,000 students would re- 

ceive an additional 900 calories a day during the summer semester. -_: 


Funds fer the $75,000 programme have been provided by the following American 
Churches; National Lutheran Council, Evangelical and Reformed Church, Missouri 
Lutherans, and Methodists. Furthermore, Norwegian Churches have sent shipments of 
fish to the Universities cf Mainz and Freiburg in the French zone, Additional 
students heve been aided with flour from the CROP programme (Christian Rural Over- 
seas Programme = joint agency of Church World Service and Lutheran World Relief). 


While speaking at the openings in Tubingen and Mainz, Pastor Martin Dietrich, 
Lutheran World Federation representative in Geneva, pointed out that the focd from 
abroad is a symbol of Christian fellowship. He marvelled at the zed with which 
under-nourished students apply themselves to their studies, A number of professors 
pointed out to him that students study until they collapse, as a result cf lack of 
calories and the rigour of travelling daily tc the University. 


The food from American Churches is sent to Hilfswerk, the German Protestant 
Relief Agency, which turns it over to the Student Christian Movements in the Uni- 
versities. Efforts are made to help the most needy students, particularly tubercul~ 
ar people. Students were told by Hilfswerk leaders that the motive of the World 
Council of Churches in supporting such a programme was to further the inner renewal 
of the people by strengthening the University youth, the leaders of tomorrow. 


Universities and Seminaries where the programme is under way are Kiel, Tu- 
bingen, Mainz, Heidelberg, Marburg, K6ln, Dusseldirf, aachen, Erlangen, Munster, 
Hamburg, Gdttingen, the Methodist Seminary in Frenkfurt and the Church High School 
in Berlin,. The Berlin college began underground during the war to train ministers 
and had to evacuate when danger was at hand. Now it is training the majority of 
the theological students in the Eastern zone of Germany. Smaller-scale student 
relief will be done in 30 other Universities. Be P.o.Geneva 


Death of Dr Rufus Jones:- Dr Rufus Jones, philosopher and historian, died on June 
16, at Haverford, United States, at the age of 85. He has exercised a deep in- 
fluence on the Society of Friends for two generations. He was a practical mystic 
and his books ~ nearly 50 of them - show a wide appeal to the whole Christian Church 
and not to the Society of Friends only. He took the lead in Quaker Relief work. 
E.P.S. Geneva 
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